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left by the series Is their concrete character, their
variety, their simplicity, and the moral earnest-
ness of the writers.

It is impossible that such books, from so many
sources and such varied inspiration, should have
that unity of moral conception which would
satisfy those who place all ethical considerations
above that of individual or social utility. The
great diversity, however, is more often one of
verbal expression than of real practical difference.
Not infrequently the strong political or religious
bias of a writer gives a slight one-sided colouring
to his statements. Some are greatly concerned
about certain national tendencies. One, alarmed
by the internationalism of Socialists, lays great
emphasis upon the duties of patriotism; another
has at heart the overthrow of traditional super-
stitions. One is impressed with the urgent
necessity of opposing alcoholism with new vig-
our; and another, having seen the evil of religious
bigotry, insists upon the duty of toleration. Al-
most all have laid special stress upon particular
points, and only a few have neglected important
ones. The remarkable fact is the quasi-unanim-
ity as to what acts are moral and what are not.
While the morals taught are often placed upon
empirical grounds, and should be, the programme